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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To attain effective use of a memory card by 
setting the compression rate of picture data depending on 
information relating the compression of a memory card. 
CONSTITUTION: A ROM 4a storing in advance a storage 
capacity of a picture memory is built in a memory card 4. The 
information of the storage capacity in the ROM 4a is read by 
a CPU 1 . The CPU 1 calculates the compression rate from 
the information of the read storage capacity. The 
compression rate is inputted to a compression circuit 1 1 . The 
circuit 1 1 applies the compression processing of the digital 
picture data based on the set compression rate. Through the 
constitution above, when a release switch 13 is closed, an 
optical image of an object A becomes a still picture signal, 
which is converted into a digital signal and stored in an 
internal memory 9. The digital picture data in the memory 9 is 
transferred to a picture processing circuit 10, in which a 
luminance signal and a color difference signal are generated 
and the signals are subject to data compression by the circuit 
1 1 and stored once in the memory 9. Then the signal is stored 

in a prescribed storage area of the card 4 by using a control signal from the CPU 1 . 
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